
Custom Travel Concepts Presents  

With Lincoln on the Tracks  

May 1—10, 2009  

Y ou are cordially invited to join  
President-Elect Abraham Lincoln on 

his historic journey from his home in      
Springfield, Il to Washington, DC.     
Leading our journey is Lincoln scholar 
John C. Waugh who has designed this 
first-ever tour from his recent book,   
One Man Great Enough: Abraham     
Lincoln’s Road to Civil War.  We will 
be repeating that epic journey in the year 
of the bicentennial of Lincoln’s birth, following his footsteps in 
this  unprecedented voyage of destiny.  Though we can no 
longer make this trip by train, as he did, we will travel on a 
luxury motorcoach, passing through virtually all the towns he 
passed through, spending nights in historic and luxury  hotels- 
in cities where he spent the night:  Springfield,  Indianapolis, 
Columbus,  Pittsburgh, Buffalo, Albany,  Philadelphia, and  
finally Washington, DC.   
As we travel we’ll hear again the nearly constant ovation and 
the nearly frantic desire of the people to see, touch, and hear 
that great man for the ages, as he passed through their towns.  
We will see sites, places, and towns not often visited, live 
again the drama not often lived, steep ourselves again in the 
career and character of that great man, and as we end our 
journey, we will meet Mr. Lincoln himself and celebrate his 
acclaimed inaugural.   
In a year where we celebrate a great man we’ll have this      
opportunity to share and understand his experience as he    
began the most defining part of his life and left an indelible 
mark on our nation and indeed, the world. 

John C. Waugh  

Photo by Roger Hein 

―Journalist-historian John 

C. Waugh has scored    

another tour de force.       

One Man Great Enough 
provides a needed bookend 

to his earlier masterpiece     

Reelecting Lincoln, the 

story of a rail-splitter's 

long and rocky road to the 

White House. Waugh’s 

years on Capitol Hill and 

as a correspondent and 

bureau chief on The  

Christian Science Monitor 

have served him well. 

Drawing on these skills 

and insights, coupled with 

a graceful literary style, 

Waugh  provides special            

dimensions to the exciting 

story that brought the right 

man to the presidency as 

the  nation faced its    

greatest crisis.‖ 

— Edwin C. Bearss, Chief 

Historian Emeritus of the 

National Park  Service 

Tour Price  $2995 per person double occupancy 

Single Supplement $850 

To Make Your Reservation Contact:  Charlene Corris                                                                                                

Custom Travel Concepts                                                                                    

P. O.  Box 80391~    Springfield, MA 01138                                                                                      

Toll-free:  866-956-4440                                                                                

Email:  histours@aol.com 



Itinerary 
 

 

Fri/May 01    Springfield, IL     Welcome to Springfield, IL -  the Lincoln’s home town.  Our group 

will be staying at the President Abraham Lincon Hotel in the center of the historic district so we will be 

right in the midst of his home, office, and the Presidential Library.  Tonight we’ll get to know one      

another at our welcome reception followed by a wonderful dinner.        (D)                         

                                                                                                  

Sat/May 02     Springfield, IL  After breakfast we’ll stroll through 

town with Jack Waugh and visit the Lincoln home, his law office, the Old 

State House and after lunch we’ll  pay our respects to our 16th president at 

the Lincoln Tomb.                                                                                   (B)                                                                                                  

         

Sun/May 03  Indianapolis, IN   When Lincoln left Springfield to start 

his inaugural journey on   February 11, 1861, he paid an unforgettable tribute to his friends and 

neighbors known today as the Farewell Address. Lincoln spoke these famous words as he boarded a 
special Presidential train at the Great Western Railroad station, now a restored Lincoln visitor site.  

Robert Todd Lincoln would be the only family member to depart with the president-elect.   We stop first 

in Decatur, Il where Lincoln first settled, a key stop on the Eighth Judicial Circuit and where Lincoln’s 

campaign for president was      dramatically launched.  Next we visit the Tippecanoe Battlefield in La-

fayette, IN before continuing to our final  destination Indianapolis, IN.  Located here are the Bates 

House Site, the State House,         Congressional Medal of Honor Museum, and the President Benjamin 

Harrison home.                                                                                                                                (B,L)      

                                             

Mon/May 04    Columbus, OH     February 12-–his birthday--Lincoln has several other events in 

Indianapolis before resuming the journey. Mary and their two little boys, Willy and Tad, who had not 

been with them on the first leg to Indianapolis, join him here. Just outside of Indianapolis is Connor 

Prairie a living history museum that captures the life of 19th century settlers. We’ll stop here for a visit 

before continuing to Cincinnati where we’ll visit the famous Lincoln Statue, the William Howard Taft 

National Historic Site, the Harriet Beecher Stowe Memorial, the U.S. Grant birthplace and home, and 

William Henry Harrison’s tomb. Our last stop today, before Columbus  is Zenia, OH the birthplace of 

the great Indian leader, Tecumseh.                                                                                                  (B,L)    

                                                            

Tues/May 05  Pittsburgh, PA    While in Columbus Lincoln spoke at the State House where we will 

also visit .  Our next stop is the home of  James Thurber, American humorist and cartoonist most famous 

for his contributions to the New Yorker magazine.  Just outside of Columbus are historic Indian Mounds 

and the Cy Young Memorial where we will briefly stop before continuing on to Pittsburgh where we 

will visit the site of the Monongahela House where Lincoln stayed and delivered a half-hour speech 

from the Smithfield Street balcony of his second floor room, prematurely reassuring the crowd that   

concerns for a looming civil war were unfounded: "There is no crisis but an artificial one."      (B,L)

  

 

Wed/May 06  Niagara Falls, NY   Although Lincoln would 

stop in Buffalo, NY on February 17 & 18th he had visited Niagara 

Falls on more than one occasion and we will take advantage of its 

proximity to spend a wonderful evening here.  We’ll make a       

special stop in Westfield, NY where in a very moving moment   

Lincoln sought out Grace Bedell, who had written him in 1860                      

urging him to grow a beard.                                                                                                   (B,L)              

Ȱ) ÎÏ× ÌÅÁÖÅȟ ÎÏÔ  
knowing when or 
whether ever I may 
ÒÅÔÕÒÎȱ 

Ȱ9ÏÕ ÓÅÅȟ ) ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
×ÈÉÓËÅÒÓ ÇÒÏ× ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕȟ 'ÒÁÃÅȱ 
 
Lincoln to 11- year old Grace 
Bedell   February 16, 1861 



Thu/May 07  Albany, NY   On February 18 several hundred well-wishers and military escort see 

Lincoln off on the train from Buffalo to Albany at 5:45 in the morning. The train stops in the New 

York towns of Batavia, Rochester, Clyde, Syracuse, Utica, Little Falls, Fonda, Amsterdam, and 

Schenectady on its way to Albany. In Albany, not a favorite stop for the Lincolns, the president elect 

consults with Thurlow Weed, speaks to a joint session of the legislature, dines in the Governor’s    

mansion, and stays the night at the Delavan House.  During the day highlights will be Lincoln-

Fillmore sites, Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural site, Frederick Douglass grave site, and talk about 

Stephen Douglas, who spent most of his teenage years in nearby Canandaiuga.                       (B,L) 

 

Fri/May 08  Philadelphia, PA   Leaving Albany early the morning of the 19th the 

train travels to New York City down the Hudson River Valley through Troy,       

Rhinebeck, Hudson, Poughkeepsie, Fishkill, and Peekskill. Arriving in the city at 3 in 

the afternoon, he stays for most of two days in a hectic round of events—meeting with 

the maverick mayor Fernando Wood, joined by Vice President Elect Hannibal      

Hamlin, attending a Verdi opera, and a spate of other events, before departing for        

Philadelphia through New Jersey on February 21. In New Jersey he makes stops in 

Jersey City, Newark, Elizabeth, Rahway, New Brunswick, and Trenton. He speaks to 

the New Jersey legislature, and travels on into Philadelphia for welcoming activities 

that evening.  We will condense this three-day visit and enroute to our next stop in 

Philadelphia we will pass by, but not through, New York City. Along the scenic   

Hudson River we will pass the Martin Van Buren’s Home, Hyde Park with Franklin 

and Eleanor Roosevelt sites, and Sleepy Hollow legendary venue of Washington     

Irving.                                                                                                       (B,L) 

        

 

Sat/May 09  Washington, DC  In Philadelphia Lincoln for first time the evening of February 21 

learns of a plot on his life when his train is scheduled to pass through Baltimore. What follows is a 

cloak and dagger train of events. The famous detective, Allan Pinkerton, has uncovered the plot down 

the line and is cooperating with Lincoln’s top aides in a plan to smuggle the president-elect through 

Baltimore alone and safely into Washington, separate from the train and the rest of his party. Lincoln 

is advised of the plan in Philadelphia and agrees to go along with it, but only after he has fulfilled his 

commitment to participate in the planned ceremony in historic Independence Hall in Philadelphia the 

next day (the 22nd) and move on schedule to Harrisburg, the state capital to speak to the legislature and 

fulfill his commitments there later that same day. That done, he is indeed smuggled back into             

Philadelphia, accompanied by a body guard and Pinkerton, on through Baltimore, and safely delivered 

disguised in Washington in the early morning February 23.  After visiting Independence Hall we will 

continue to Baltimore and arrive in Washington, DC for our inaugural celebration with President 

Abraham Lincoln.                                                                                                                         (B,D)  

 

Sun/May 10 Washington. DC/ Home   After breakfast transfer to your flight home or choose to stay 

longer in Washington, DC.                                                                                                           (B)  

Ȱ4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
long and 
ÓÈÏÒÔ ÏÆ ÉÔȢȱ 
 

6 ft. 4 in. 
Lincoln 
introducing 
5 ft. 4 in. 
Mary at 
Leaman 
Place, PA  
February 

22, 1861 



Our Hotels  

Springfield  President Abraham Lincoln  

Indianapolis            *Crowne Plaza @ Union Station  

Columbus            Crowne Plaza 

Pittsburgh             Omni William Penn 

Niagara Falls            Crowne Plaza 

Albany            Crowne Plaza 

Philadelphia            Omni @ Independence Park 

Washington DC Willard Intercontinental  

 

* Please be advised that at the Indianapolis Crowne Plaza 

we will be staying in train cars.  As these are limited we will 

make these reservations on a first-come, first-serve basis.  

With Lincoln on the Tracks  

Abraham Lincoln’s Inaugural 

Train 

February 1861  

 

 

Tour Includes:  9 nights accommodations in first-class to deluxe hotels., breakfast daily,  5 lunches, 

welcome reception and dinner, inaugural reception event, all sightseeing as described, services of       

Lincoln scholar John C. Waugh as historian, advance reading list, luxury motorcoach throughout, local 

guides as necessary, tour booklet to follow daily events, signed copy of  John C. Waugh’s One Man 

Great Enough, gratuities to driver and guides.   

Not Included:   Airfare, travel insurance, meals not indicated.                                          
 Hotels are located in the city centers to offer plentiful dining options.   

Travel insurance is highly recommended and will be sent with reservation confirmation.   If 

purchased within 14 days of your deposit pre-existing conditions will be waived.   

Cancellations must be received in writing.  All cancellations will be assessed a $100  penalty.  

Cancellations received after final payment will be assessed a 50% penalty up to 30 days and 

100% thereafter.   

      

For Reservations Contact: 
Charlene Corris 

Custom Travel Concepts 

P.O.Box 80391 

Springfield, MA 01138 

Toll-free:866-956-4440 

E-Mail:  histours@aol.com 


